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Graduation Requirements 

 

Cohort 2019 and Beyond 
 
 

SUBJECT CREDITS 
  
ENGLISH 4 
  
MATH 4 
(Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and any Math for which 
Algebra II is a prerequisite) 
 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES 3 
(Grade 9) World Geography/History = 1  
(Grade 10)   U. S. History = 1  
(Grade 12)  American & Arizona Government = .5  
Economics = .5   

  
SCIENCE – Years of Lab Science 3 
(In 3 different subject areas) 
 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 1 
  
  
CAREER & TECHNICAL OR FINE ARTS 
 

1 

ELECTIVES 
 

6 

Total minimum number of   
credits required for graduation. 22 
  
  

*NOTE: Universities require at least 1 credit of Fine Arts/CTE and 2 credits of the 
same Foreign Language (language other than English) 
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Four-Year Plans 

 
The following plans are guides we recommend.  Courses will vary with every student based on AP 
courses, E.L.D., Regular, or Special Needs students. 

 

 
 
 

Freshman Year 

English 

Algebra I 

Science 

World History 

Physical Education  

Elective 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sophomore Year 

English 

Geometry 

Science  

U. S. History 

Elective 

Elective 

Junior Year 

English 

Algebra II 

Science 

Elective 

Elective 

Elective 

Senior Year 

English 

Advanced Math  
(for which Algebra II is a prerequisite) 

Science 

Government/Econ 

Elective 

Elective 
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Arizona Academic Scholars 
Course of Study 

 
 4 credits of English (English I through IV or AP equivalent) 

 4 credits of Math including Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and a higher level math with Algebra II or 
equivalent as a prerequisite 

 3 credits of Social Studies including World History, U.S. History, U.S. Government/Civics and Economics 

 3 credits of Lab Sciences including Biology, Chemistry, and Physics (Physics preferred, AZ university 
system-approved Lab Science or Earth Science accepted) 

 2 credits of the same language other than English 

 2 credits from either Fine Arts and/or CTE 
 

 A grade of C or better in every Scholar’s class and meet all other graduation requirements of the school 
district. 

 Students who meet above requirements will receive an Arizona Academic Scholars Medal 
at graduation. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Definitions 
 
Weighted - Weighted courses cover a wider scope of material, in greater depth, at a faster pace than the standard 
courses.  Weighted courses are designed for students, who have a compelling interest in the subject area, are self-
motivated and independent learners, demonstrate maturity and self-regulated behavior, have well-developed study habits 
and time management skills, and generally excel academically.   
 
Weighted Courses - All courses labeled “AP” or “Honors”. 
 
AP Courses – In order to have an Advanced Placement (AP) course noted as such on their transcript, a student must 
complete both semesters of the course and take, at their own expense, the AP Exam. The course will then be listed as an 
AP course on their transcript.  All scores on the AP exam will be accepted for this to occur. Those students who do not 
take the AP exam will have the course listed on their transcript without the AP denotation.
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AP/HONORS SELF ASSESSMENT: 
 

Advanced Placement and Honors classes offer tremendous rewards including the opportunity to earn college credit while 
in high school. Take a few minutes to honestly complete the following survey. There is no right or wrong answers. Your 
honest answers will help you determine if AP and honors classes are right for you. Read each question. If your honest 
answer to the question is yes, circle ‘YES’. If your honest answer is no, circle ‘NO’. 
 

 

Each of the survey questions reflects a particular reality of AP/Pre-AP classes. 

 If you answered ‘YES’ to most or all of the questions, you will likely experience success in the course you are considering. 
You may want to consider taking several AP or honors courses. 

 If you answered ‘YES’ to some of the questions, you may still experience success in the course or courses you are 
considering. Be aware that the course may be a bigger challenge than what you have previously experienced. The survey 
contains clues to how you can still successfully meet the challenge.  Be prepared to commit extra nightly study time, 
practice good study skills, see your teacher outside of class time for assistance, ask questions, and participate in a study 
group. 

 If you answered ‘YES’ to only a few, or none of the questions, you may want to consider if honors or AP is right for you at 
this time.  
More information about AP can also be found at:  http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/ (the official AP website) 
If you have any other questions, please see your teacher, an AP/honors teacher, your counselor, or an administrator.  

1. Are learning and excelling in school top priorities for you? YES NO 

2. Have you taken a class that requires at least 30 minutes of homework per night? YES NO 

3. Do you generally understand a new topic the first time? YES NO 

4. When you don’t understand a new topic the first time, have you asked your teacher 
for assistance? 

YES NO 

5. Have you asked your teacher for additional explanation or tutoring during your own 
time such as before school, after school or during lunch? 

YES NO 

6. Do you meet with your friends to study and discuss class topics outside of class 
such as in the evenings or on weekends? 

YES NO 

7. Do you enjoy the subject you are planning on studying? YES NO 

8. Have you done well in a class that offers little or no extra credit? YES NO 

9. Have you taken a class that stresses your ability to think about the subject and make 
your own conclusions rather than simply memorizing & repeating what the teacher 
says about the subject? 

YES NO 

10. Have you done well in a class that emphasizes your ability to think about the 
subject? 

YES NO 

11. Are you an avid reader? YES NO 

12. Have you asked questions about class subjects because you are genuinely 
interested in the answers? 

YES NO 

13. When you haven’t done as well as you would have liked on a test or assignment had 
you immediately met with the teacher to find out how you could improve? 

YES NO 

14. Have you willingly re-taken tests or assignments to demonstrate that you’ve learned 
from your mistakes? 

YES NO 
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OVERVIEW OF THE WALDEN GROVE HONORS PROGRAM 

 
The honors program includes two types of courses: Advanced Placement (AP) and Honors classes. Honors classes are 
weighted and prepare for AP classes in the future. Students and their parents who are considering entering the honors 
program should consider their decision carefully.  
 
At each level the honors option is a fundamentally different course than its general counterpart. From the textbook 
(college-level in some cases), to the classroom experience, to the expectations of student capabilities, honors courses are 
considerably more demanding. In addition, students opting to register for two or more honors program classes in any 
given year should carefully consider the demands placed on their time and energy both in and out of school. Honors 
Program courses in all disciplines have rigorous academic demands such as extensive reading, analytical writing, long-
term projects, and/or challenging lab experiences as well as high expectations. These courses are designed for the self-
motivated student who is an independent learner and requires little teacher direction or repetition to master difficult 
material.  
 
Before enrolling in AP or Honors courses, students should complete the AP/Honors Self-Assessment on page 6 and 
discuss the results with their parent/guardian, teacher and counselor.  
 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) COURSES: 
 

Advanced Placement courses follow a nationally recognized curriculum. This curriculum is designed to be college level, 
and will therefore require more independent reading and work from students, as well as more rigorous assignments and 
assessments.  In May a comprehensive test is offered in each subject where students, if they score well, may earn college 
credit. Each AP course has an exam fee associated with it.  College credit is determined by each college or university and 
varies in the type and amount of credit.  For the most up to date information concerning AP information and exam pricing, 
visit www.apstudent.collegeboard.org/takingtheexam/exam-fees. 
 
Students should contact the colleges and universities of their choice for information as to whether credit is given and if so, 
on the amount of credit available. Some recent research indicates that students with high PSAT, ACT and SAT scores will 
do well on the Advanced Placement exams. The research indicates that these higher scores are better predictors of AP 
exam success than a student’s GPA. 
 
Honors and AP Course Registration Commitment 
Since maintaining class and program integrity is essential to the success of both AP and Honors courses and students, 
every AP and Honors class is, by default, A YEAR-LONG COMMITMENT.  Preparing students for university-level 
studies is a multi-year process, and has both academic and personal aspects.  Requiring students who take Honors and 
AP courses to stay in these courses will enable them to better transition to higher academic and personal expectations, 
and will ensure future success.  Students and parent/guardian will sign a paper saying they understand honors/AP 
classes are a year-long commitment and cannot be dropped. 
 
 

SUSD HYBRID PROGRAM (Earning High School Credit in classes at Walden Grove AND Online at home): 
 

 SUSD Hybrid Program is available as an option for students to earn high school credit in classes at school 
(Four course minimum per semester) AND Online at home (Two course maximum per semester).  A student 
may only take up to six total courses in any given semester funded by the state. Upon completion of state 
funded online courses, you may take more, and the cost of these additional online courses will be $150 per 
semester course. 

 All coursework taken online MUST have been PREAPPROVED by a High School Counselor and Principal in order 
to receive credit toward graduation from SUSD. 

 Students will have one semester (18 weeks) to complete a semester course online. It is the student’s responsibility 
to make sure they are making adequate progress to complete on time. 

 Foreign Language, Honors, and AP courses must be taken on campus and will not be available as an online course to 
earn credit. 

 Athletic and Fine Arts eligibility will be based on the student’s “Actual Grade” in the online program which 
combines your achievement grade AND progress. 

 Once a course is completed, it is the responsibility of the student to ensure that a transcript has been sent to the 
registrar at their school.  Contact the school online representative for verification. 

 There is no flexibility in the completion date for online courses. Students must finish and have the final exam 
scheduled by the date assigned which is 18 weeks from your start date (one semester). 

 See your school counselor for registration information and a complete list of courses offered through this program. 
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COURSE FEES: 

Some of the courses offered here at Walden Grove High School require the use of expendable materials and performance 
costs incurred throughout the school year.  These course fees are required in order to provide each student who attends 
the class the proper foundation in which to effectively learn and be successful in performing the skills required for class 
credit.  The course fee for these courses is included under the course description and covers both semesters of the 
assigned school year.  
 
 
 

COMPREHENSIVE COMPETENCY BASED GUIDANCE  
 

The school counselors, in cooperation with other departments, teach career and vocational competencies.  Class 
presentations include four year planning, interest inventories, skill assessments, work attitudes, self-esteem, career 
exploration and college/career planning.  Students will receive information in various ways: school website, Facebook, 
Twitter, classroom meeting and daily announcements.  Parents/students are encouraged to visit the counseling website 
for a variety of information. 
 
 
 

 

English 
 

(Each Course is a Year-Long Commitment Unless Specifically Noted) 

*   =   Course is  approved.  (Other courses currently pending NCAA approval) 
Courses underlined are also available to be taken Online through the SUSD HYBRID Program. 
 

* English I               Grade: 9 
Students are challenged to grow in proficiency within the four components: literature, grammar, composition, and 
grammar. The primary goal is to provide the opportunities for student to become intelligent active readers, effective 
writers, and exceptional citizens of their community both within and outside their school. This course uses a broad range 
of texts, including novels, short stories, plays, poetry, essays, scholarly articles, etc.  
 

* English I – World Mythology           Grade: 9 
Students will develop freshmen level composition and analysis skills using both literary and informational texts from a 
wide range of regions and cultures around the world with a heavy focus on world mythologies. Students will read various 
myths from around the globe in conjunction with historical texts from those same regions as they study basic literary 
elements such as characterization, organization, theme, and main idea. They will write and speak about these texts as 
they build their skills in narrative, explanatory and argumentative writing.  
 

* English I Honors             Grade: 9 
Students develop the reading, writing, listening, speaking, and research skills required for effective communication in 
various purposes, contexts, and audiences. The course will use a broad range of texts drawn from printed, electronic, and 
visual sources. This course places a strong emphasis on preparing students for AP English courses. 
 

* English II             Grade: 10 
Prerequisite: English I 
Students develop the reading, writing, listening, speaking, and research skills required for effective communication in 
various purposes, contexts, and audiences. The course will use a broad range of texts drawn from printed, electronic, and 
visual sources.  
 

* English II – Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature    Grade: 10 
Prerequisite: English I 
This course presents an English II through the lens of Science Fiction and Fantasy short stories, novels, and film. 
Students will use fantasy and science fiction to explore how the written word comments upon the world, and humans’ 
place in it. If you love either science fiction or fantasy, this is the English II class for you! 
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* English II Honors           Grade: 10 
Prerequisite: English I 
Students develop the reading, writing, listening, speaking, and research skills required for effective communication in 
various purposes, contexts, and audiences. The course will use a broad range of texts drawn from printed, electronic, and 
visual sources. This course places a strong emphasis on preparing students for AP English courses. 

 

* English III            Grade: 11 
Prerequisite: English I and II 
Students develop the reading, writing, listening, speaking, and research skills required for effective communication in 
various purposes, contexts, and audiences. The course will use a broad range of texts drawn from printed, electronic, and 
visual sources.  
 

* English III – Literature in Fine Arts        Grade: 11 
Prerequisite: English I and II 
This course presents an English III with a focus on fine arts such as theatre, music, art, and history pertaining to various 
texts such as Shakespearean literature, American literature, poetry, and analysis of fairy tales that you thought you knew.  
Students will be given the opportunity to show their creativity in relation to their English education.  Students will develop 
reading, writing, listening, speaking, and research skills. The main focus of this course will be to analyze society's 
influence on the author’s choices, textual context and overall impact of the time period in a creative manner including 
performances, drawing, writing and public speaking.  
 

* AP Literature and Composition          Grade: 11 

Prerequisite: English I and II 
This course is comparable to a college level Literature and Composition class. Readings will focus on novels, plays, and 
poems of literary merit, from ancient times to the modern day. Writing will range from short paragraphs to longer essays, 
in which students analyze fiction, poetry, and drama. All students are expected to take the AP Literature Exam in the 
spring. A high score on that Exam will result in college credit at most Colleges and Universities.  
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, pending amount assessed by College Board for 2019-2020 school year 
 

* English IV             Grade: 12 

Prerequisite: English I, II, and III or AP Literature 
Students develop the reading, writing, listening, speaking, and research skills required for effective communication in 
various purposes, contexts, and audiences. The course will be broken up into four main categories: evil in literature, 
heroism in literature, utopian/dystopian societies and college and career readiness. These units will help focus on decision 
making after graduation and provide useful resources for all students to successfully tackle the world outside of high 
school.  
 

* English IV – Current Affairs          Grade: 12 

Prerequisite: English I, II, and III or AP Literature 
This course presents an English IV with a focus on current events and social issues. Students will analyze and apply their 
growing knowledge of persuasion, and actively engage in various forms of discussion and debate. Students will write for a 
variety of real-world purposes and audiences. The course will use a broad range of texts drawn from printed, electronic, 
and visual sources. 
 

* English IV – Dark Romantics          Grade: 12 

Prerequisite: English I, II, and III or AP Literature 
This course presents an English IV with a focus on Dark Romanticism. Romanticism is a genre of writing pertaining to 
individuality (be who you are) but adding the word Dark into it presents the idea of individual impact on society, an evil and 
dark one at that. Dark Romantics focuses on a realistic portrayal of the world through the reading and analysis of classic 
literature connected with research on current issues today.  Seniors will also complete a college and career readiness unit 
to help prepare them for life after graduation with college and scholarship writing along with resume creation, interview 

techniques, professional writing abilities and so much more in a company simulation.   
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* AP Language and Composition        Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: English I, II, and III or AP Literature 
Read closely, argue effectively, and write purposefully. Exercise the staples of effective communication using a broad 
range of sources and subjects. Create persuasive positions and defend them with reasoning. This course is comparable 
to a college level Rhetoric and Composition class, and its focus is how to make and recognize effective arguments. 
Readings come from a broad range of nonfiction sources, including print, visuals, and electronic texts. All students are 
expected to take the AP Language Exam in the spring. Exemplary performance on the AP Language Exam will result in 
college credit at most Colleges and Universities.  
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, pending amount assessed by CollegeBoard for 2019-2020 school year 
 

English I Skills, English II Skills, English III Skills, English IV Skills        Grades: 9-12 
Individual Instruction. Teacher placement only. 
 
 
 
 

Mathematics 
 

(Each Course is a Year-Long Commitment Unless Specifically Noted) 

*   =   Course is  approved.  (Other courses currently pending NCAA approval) 
Courses underlined are also available to be taken Online through the SUSD HYBRID Program. 
 

* Algebra I       Grade: 9 
The content of Algebra 1 includes the basic principles of algebra, functions and their graphs, writing, solving, and graphing 
algebraic equations and inequalities, systems of equations and inequalities, quadratic equations and functions, 
exponents, polynomials, and radical expressions. 
 

Algebra I Support   (Elective)                    Grade: 9 
This elective course is designed to give students the necessary mathematical skills to allow for success in their current 
Algebra 1 course.  It will pre-teach and review algebra concepts for students that may require additional instruction. It will 
also reinforce basic skills to achieve math proficiency and will cover the same content as Algebra. 
This course will support Algebra I and will not have additional homework. 
  

* Geometry        Grades: 9-10 
Prerequisite:  Algebra I   
This course is devoted primarily to plane Euclidean geometry.  The concepts of congruence, similarity and symmetry are 
introduced with geometric transformation.  Geometric theorems are applied; such as, the Pythagorean Theorem, triangle 
and quadrilateral theorems, regular polygon theorems.  Also covered are constructions, introduction to proofs and 
volumes.  
 

Geometry Support    (Elective)        Grades: 9-10 
This elective course is designed to give students necessary mathematical skills to allow for success in their current 
Geometry course. Students will be introduced to geometrical concepts and applications with hands-on activities that will 
pre-teach and review the same lessons of Geometry which include lines, angles, triangles, quadrilaterals, additional 
polygons, circles, surface area and volume. 
This course will support Geometry and will not have additional homework. 
 

* Geometry Honors        Grades: 9-10 
Recommended: “B” or higher in Algebra I 
This course is devoted primarily to plane Euclidean geometry. The concepts of congruence, similarity and symmetry are 
introduced with geometric transformations. Geometric theorems are applied; such as the Pythagorean Theorem, triangle 
and quadrilateral theorems, and regular polygon theorems. Also covered are constructions, proofs and volumes. The 
honor level will incorporate an emphasis on developing logical thinking skills through proofs and logic. Proofs will be 
integrated into all topics in this course. One project per semester exploring mathematics concepts, emerging technologies, 
or mathematics history will be required. 
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* Algebra II       Grades: 10-11 
Prerequisite:  Need to have passed Algebra I and Geometry/Honors 
This course continues advanced algebraic concepts including linear relations, functions, polynomials, rational 
expressions, radical expressions, inequalities, trigonometry and trigonometry graphing, exponential and logarithmic 
functions as well as graphing.  Emphasis will be placed on practical applications and modeling to apply concepts to real 
life problems. 
 

Algebra II Support    (Elective)         Grade: 10-11 
This course reviews content from Algebra 1 that students must know in order to allow for success in Algebra 2. It will 
follow the pacing calendar and curriculum of Algebra 2, reviewing the information students will need prior to each Algebra 
2 lesson. The topics contained in this course include numerical systems, variable expressions, equations and 
applications, graphing simple equations, polynomials and factoring. 
This course will support Algebra II and will not have additional homework. 
 

* Algebra II Honors            Grades: 10-11 
Recommended:   “B” or higher in Algebra I and Geometry or Geometry Honors 
This course is similar in content to Algebra II but has an accelerated pace and is more in-depth.  Higher order thinking 
skills are stressed.  Extension activities and additional projects are required of students enrolled in this course. 
 

* Algebra III            Grade: 12 

Recommended:  Algebra I, Geometry/Honors, and “C” or higher in both semesters of Algebra 
II/Honors 
This course involves an in-depth study of linear, polynomial, rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions, as well as 
advanced graphing techniques for all functions studied.  It is designed for college bound students in preparation of taking 
College Algebra/Trigonometry or Pre-calculus at the post-secondary level. 
 

* Pre-Calculus/Trig      Grades: 11-12 
Recommended: Algebra I, Geometry/Honors, and “C” or higher in both semesters of  Algebra II/ 
Honors 
This course will include advanced trigonometric graphs, identities and equations, solution of higher degree polynomials, 
sequences and series, probability, advanced graphing techniques, geometric solids and rational functions.  The 
application of the topics will be studied. 
 

* Pre-Calculus Honors      Grades: 11-12 
Recommended:  Algebra I, Geometry/Honors, and “C” or higher Algebra II/Honors 
This course is similar in content to Pre-Calculus/Trig but has an accelerated pace and is more in-depth.  Higher order 
thinking skills are stressed.  Extension activities and additional projects are required of students enrolled in this course. 
 

* AP Calculus           Grades: 11-12 
Recommended: “B” or higher in Pre-Calculus/Trig or “C” or higher in Pre-Calculus Honors 
This course includes functions and graphs, limits and continuity, and differential and integral calculus. The differential and 
integral calculus will be approached from a numerical, graphical, analytical, and verbal viewpoint.  Emphasis will be 
placed on the application of the calculus, such as rates, optimization, curve sketching, areas and volume.  A graphing 
calculator will be necessary for the class. Students who successfully complete the course and examination may receive 
credit and/or advanced placement for a one-semester introductory college calculus course. 
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, pending amount assessed by College Board for 2019-2020 school year 

 

* AP Statistics             Grades: 11-12 
Recommended: “B” or higher in Algebra II/Honors 

This course is a college-level introductory statistics class taught in high school.  Statistics is more than making graphs and 
calculating mean, median and mode.  Rather it is using data to evaluate claims and predictions.  Students will learn 
experimental design, survey principles, analyze relationships between variables, and statistical inference.  We will answer 
the following questions:  do origami frogs constructed from copy paper jump further than those made from construction 
paper?  Can students taste the difference between a Cheez-its and the generic brand?  Which Barbie doll has the lowest 
bungee jump?  Does listening to music increase a student’s skills at solving a puzzle?  YES, you WILL use statistics in 
the real world! 
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, pending amount assessed by College Board for 2019-2020 school year 
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Financial Algebra               Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: Algebra II or Algebra II Honors 
This course is a reading intensive course that uses sophisticated mathematics to give you the tools to become a 
financially responsible young adult.  The course employs algebra, pre-calculus, probability and statistics, and calculus to 
solve financial problems that occur in everyday life.  Topics in this class include real world problems in investing, credit 
management, banking, insurance, employment, taxes, budgeting, and retirement planning. This class meets the 4

th
 year 

Math requirement for graduation and Arizona University Systems Admissions.  
 
 

Algebra I Skills, Geometry Skills, Algebra II Skills, Financial Algebra Skills        Grades: 9-12 
Individual Instruction. Teacher placement only. 
 
 
 
 
 

Science 
 

(Each Course is a Year-Long Commitment Unless Specifically Noted) 

*   =   Course is  approved.  (Other courses currently pending NCAA approval) 
Courses underlined are also available to be taken Online through the SUSD HYBRID Program. 
 
 

* Freshman Physics             Grade: 9 
Freshman Physics introduces students to fundamental principles of physics and the use of mathematics to solve physics 
problems. 
 

* Freshman Physics Honors           Grade: 9 
Freshman Physics Honors introduces students to fundamental principles of physics and the use of mathematics to solve 
physics problems. Students are expected to work independently in order to both learn the content to a deeper level and to 
develop better study and learning skills. 
  

* Biology             Grade: 10 
Prerequisite: Freshman Physics 
This course focuses on cell structure and function, an introduction to genetics, evolution, characteristics of living 
organisms and their classification. 
 

* Biology Honors            Grade: 10 

Prerequisite: Freshman Physics and Algebra I 
Accelerated Biology/Chemistry class to help prepare students for any AP Science  
This course is designed to follow the same sequence as Biology and Chemistry at an accelerated pace with opportunities 
for greater depth of learning. One semester will be spent learning Chemistry and the other semester learning Biology. 
Topics include ecology, evolution, biological molecules, energy, properties and changes in matter, atomic structure and 
bond, and stoichiometry. Students are expected to work independently in order to learn the content at a deeper level and 
develop improved study and learning skills. 

 

* Chemistry             Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite: One year of science and Geometry 
This course requires a strong background in math. Chemistry includes basic principles such as atomic structure, 
compounds and mixtures, periodic table arrangement, properties of elements, atomic bonds, chemical reactions and 
equations, states of matter, and the interaction between energy and matter. 
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* Human Anatomy and Physiology         Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Biology/Honors 
This course provides a comprehensive study of the anatomy and the physiology of the human body. Topics include body 
organization, homeostasis, cytology, histology, and the integumentary, skeletal, muscular, nervous systems and special 
senses. 

 
* Physics              Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisites: One year of science and Algebra II 
Physics is the study of kinematics, dynamics, conservation of energy and momentum, rotation, electricity and Waves. A 
strong math background is advised for physics. 

 
* Earth and Space            Grades: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Two years of high school science 
This course is an introduction to the physical and chemical aspects of the Earth, the Solar System, the galaxies and the 
universe. 
 
 

* AP Biology             Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Biology/Honors and Algebra II 
This course is designed to be the equivalent of the general Biology course usually taken during the first year of college. 
Students who successfully complete the course and examination may receive credit and/or advanced placement for up to 
two-semesters of introductory college biology coursework. Taking chemistry first is strongly recommended. 
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, pending amount assessed by College Board for 2019-2020 school year 
 
 

* AP Chemistry             Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Biology Honors OR Chemistry and Algebra II 
This course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course usually taken during the first college year. 
Students will build upon what they learned in Chemistry and will have an opportunity to earn college credit. 
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, pending amount assessed by College Board for 2019-2020 school year 
 
 

* AP Environmental Science          Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Biology, Chemistry, and Algebra I 
This course will provide students with the scientific principles, concepts, and methodologies required to understand the 
interrelationships of the natural world, to identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to 
evaluate the relative risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving or preventing 
them. 
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, pending amount assessed by College Board for 2019-2020 school year 
 
 

* AP Physics I             Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisites: Two years of high school science, Algebra II (with a B or better) and concurrent 
enrollment in Pre-Cal/Trig (Physics is not a prerequisite) 
This course is equivalent to the first semester of college physics. Through inquiry based learning students develop critical 
thinking and problem solving skills while studying two-dimensional and rotational kinematics, dynamics, circular and 
satellite motion, harmonics, momentum, work and energy,  electrostatics, DC circuits, and mechanical waves.  
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, pending amount assessed by College Board for 2019-2020 school year 
 
 

Freshman Physics Skills, Biology Skills, and Earth and Space Skills        Grades: 9- 12 
Individual Instruction. Teacher placement only. 
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Social Studies 
 

(Each Course is a Year-Long Commitment Unless Specifically Noted) 

*   =   Course is  approved.  (Other courses currently pending NCAA approval) 
Courses underlined are also available to be taken Online through the SUSD HYBRID Program. 

 
 
* World Geography and History           Grade: 9 
This course will examine history from ancient civilizations through current cultures and learn how the world’s history 
relates to today. Geographical and cultural awareness will be emphasized, as well as the concept of change over time, in 
order to help students develop both an appreciation for the past, and a clear sense of its impact on today. 
 

AP European History              Grades: 9-12 
The AP European History course focuses on developing students’ understanding of European history from approximately 
1450 to the present. The course has students investigate the content of European history for significant events, 
individuals, developments, and processes in four historical periods, and develop and use the same thinking skills and 
methods (analyzing primary and secondary sources, making historical comparisons, chronological reasoning, and 
argumentation) employed by historians when they study the past. The course also provides five themes (interaction of 
Europe and the world, poverty and prosperity, objective knowledge and subjective visions, states and other institutions of 
power, and individual and society) that students explore throughout the course in order to make connections among 
historical developments in different times and places. 
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, Pending Amount Assessed by College Board for 2019-2020 School Year 
 

* United States History      Grades: 10-11 
This course will focus on the pivotal ideas, events, people, and places of America’s history. Students will conduct 
research; learn how to read and think critically using a variety of documents and resources, and will regularly participate in 
discussions, debates, and simulations. By the end of the year, students will have gained an understanding of and 
appreciation for what makes America unique in the world, and how our history contributes to current issues. 
 

* AP United States History     Grade: 11 
This course is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and factual knowledge necessary to deal critically 
with issues and events in American history and with intermediate and advanced college courses. Students will learn to 
analyze and interpret a variety of historical resources, as well as develop the ability to use documentary materials, maps, 
pictorial and graphic evidence of historical events. Students will learn to write detailed, factually accurate essays under 
considerable time pressure. Students will master the study skills needed for success in college in all subjects, including 
reading college texts, critical thinking, outlining, listening carefully, taking class notes, writing essay exams, and budgeting 
time and resources. 
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, pending amount assessed by College Board for 2019-2020 school year 

 
* American and Arizona Government   (Semester)     Grade: 12 
This course provides a survey of the constitutional basics, organization and functioning of the American Nation 
Government and Arizona State Constitution and Government. Students will be required to write a research paper or do a 
semester project. Semester projects will include the creation of a campaign poster, a radio show, and participating in a 
mock Congress. 
 

* Economics    (Semester)        Grade: 12  
This course will study human behavior and how scarce resources are allocated with a focus on decision making of 
individuals, businesses, and governments. Students will learn the fundamental concepts of the discipline, how to think 
economically, and how individuals, businesses, and government interact to shape our world. 
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* AP United States Government          Grades: 11-12 
This is a one year course that fulfills the Government credit (.5) and an Elective credit (.5) for high 
school graduation. 
This AP course will give students an analytical perspective on government and politics in the United States. It includes 
both the study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. government and politics and the analysis of specific examples. It 
also examines the various institutions, groups, beliefs, and ideas that constitute U.S. government and 
politics.  Students will become acquainted with the variety of theoretical perspectives and explanations for various 
behaviors and outcomes. 
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, Pending Amount Assessed by College Board for 2019-2020 School Year 
 

World Geography and History Skills, US History Skills, Economics Skills,        Grades: 9-12 

American and Arizona Government Skills 
Individual Instruction. Teacher placement only. 
 
 
 
 
 

Fine Arts 
 

(Each Course is a Year-Long Commitment Unless Specifically Noted) 
 
 

Art I – Introduction to 2D Art           Grades: 9-11 
Introduction to 2-dimensional art is a one year class that focuses on the foundations of drawing and painting. Students will 
learn various techniques through exercises and art history. The first semester will focus on drawing everything from line 
technique to value. Semester two will focus on painting and color theory. The elements of art and principles of designs will 
be focused on throughout the year. 
Course Fee: $40 
 

Art II – Intermediate 2D Art                    Grades: 10-11 
Prerequisite: Passing Art I with a “C” average or better or Permission of Instructor   
Intermediate art builds off the foundation of techniques developed in Art I. Students will branch out from technique based 
art to more expressive and conceptual work. Students will create artwork commenting on things that exist in the world 
around them including pop-culture, music and social issues. This class consists of focusing on finding meaning in the 
artwork and expressing one’s views through visual communication.  
Course Fee: “TBD, pass fee has been $40” 
 

Art III               Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Art I and Art II with a “C” average or better or Permission of Instructor 
This course is an advanced course in which we will be exploring various art form and techniques through the skillful use of 
elements and principles of design. In this course there will be further building of skills while exploring different media and 
concepts. This course will help define your artistic style and help to strengthen your communication skills through two and 
three dimensional works of art. 
Course Fee: “TBD, pass fee has been $40” 

 

Art IV             Grade: 12 
Prerequisites Art I, Art II and Art III with a “C” average or better or Permission of Instructor 
This class strives to reinforce competence and confidence in skills and techniques of creating works of art. As well as 
reinforcing how to evaluate and analyze works of art in a variety of media. This class will build and develop the artist own 
unique style with the end product being a strong portfolio. 
Course Fee: “TBD, pass fee has been $40” 
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Ceramics & Sculpture Art I- Introduction to 3D Art                 Grades: 9-12 
This class is a yearlong introduction to creating art in three dimensions as a form of communicating ideas and meaning. 
Students will explore hand building techniques in sculptural design using clay and various source media (paper, 
cardboard, foam core, wire/metals, textiles etc.). The class will focus on the properties of each medium, tools, building 
techniques and applications used to create 3-D art. Students will design and create original art that is both functional and 
conceptual. Hands on skills as well as spatial awareness will be necessary. Art history, culture and a foundation of design 
concepts will be explored to give students a wide perspective on art in the 21st century world. A digital portfolio will be 
developed by each student.* This course involves hands-on building and a great deal of cleaning. 
Course Fee: “TBD, pass fee has been $40” 
 
 

Ceramics & Sculpture Art II- Intermediate 3D Art    Grades: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Passing Ceramics & Sculpture Art I with a “C” average or better 
This is an advanced course designed for students who wish to pursue a career in the visual arts. Increased skill level in 
technique and originality are expected and required. Students will explore advanced hand building techniques in 
sculptural design using clay and various source media (paper, cardboard, foam core, wire/metals, textiles etc.). The class 
will focus in depth on the properties of each medium, the tools, building techniques and applications used to create 3-D 
art. A digital portfolio will be developed by each student showcasing a broad spectrum of accomplishment and an area of 
focused study that they plan on using in future endeavors. Research presentation on artistic styles and sculptors is 
required. This is a studio class where students are expected to maintain their workspace in a cooperative manner.  This 
class requires a great deal of work ethic and personal responsibility. Students are responsible for creating a minimum of 
12-18 pieces of art throughout the year. Work ethic is monitored closely. There may be additional fees for contest entries 
or unique supplies requested by the student.* This course involves hands-on building and a great deal of cleaning. 
Course Fee: “TBD, pass fee has been $40” 
 
 

Ceramics & Sculpture Art III- Intermediate 3D Art    Grades: 11-12 

Prerequisite: Passing Ceramics & Sculpture Art I & II with a “C” average or better 
This is an accelerated advanced studio course designed for students who wish to pursue a career in the visual arts. 
Projects are chosen from required unit areas. Assignments are planned on a contract basis with the instructor. Perfection 
of techniques and originality are expected and required. A digital portfolio will be developed showcasing a broad spectrum 
of accomplishment and an area of focused study. This is a college style studio class where students are expected to 
maintain their workspace in a cooperative manner. The content created is the unique design style of the student artist. 
Students spend the year creating a portfolio of work that they plan on using in future endeavors. This class requires a 
great deal of work ethic and personal responsibility. Students are responsible for creating a minimum of 18 pieces of art 
throughout the year. Work ethic is monitored closely. There may be additional fees for contest entries or unique supplies 
requested by the student. 
Course Fee: “TBD, pass fee has been $40” 
 
 

Beginning Dance              Grades: 9-12 
This course fulfills the Physical Education course credit for graduation 
This course will provide exploration of all dance styles including but not limited to dance technique, jazz, and hip hop. 
Beginning dance technique, conditioning, stretching, choreography, positive self-awareness, and performances will be 
stressed throughout the year. All beginning classes are required to perform in the end of the year annual dance 
showcase. 
Course Fee: “TBD, pass fee has been $25” 
 
 

Intermediate Dance            Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisites: Audition Based 
This is an audition based course.  Auditions are held at the beginning of May for the upcoming school year.  If a student 
has not taken beginning dance at Walden Grove but demonstrates the capability of an intermediate dancer they may 
audition.   It will provide a more in depth exploration of dance styles and the techniques involving them.  Styles will include 
but are not limited to ballet, jazz, contemporary, and hip hop.  It will also involve the beginning elements of choreography 
and movement studies throughout the year. Intermediate dance performs in two pieces in the annual dance showcase. 
Course Fee: “TBD, pass fee has been $45” 
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Advanced Dance            Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisites: Audition Based 
This is an audition based course. Auditions will be held at the beginning of May for the upcoming school year. If a student 
has not taken beginning or intermediate dance at Walden Grove but demonstrates the capability of an advanced dancer 
they may be placed into this level by audition.  It will provide an in depth look into all styles and techniques of dance. 
Students will have the opportunity to choreograph pieces for the Walden Grove Dance Show and perform in 2-3 class 
pieces. 
Course Fee: “TBD, pass fee has been $45” 
  

Dance Company             Grades: 9-12 
Prerequisites: Audition Based 
This is an audition-based course.  Auditions are held in May for the upcoming school year.  This course is for The PAC 
dance team members and is an extensive in depth look into a dance education.  Students will be considered the 
performance team and will be expected to perform in a number of school related and non-school related 
showcases/competitions.  Students will also be expected to create their own choreography by the end of the year.  This 
course is fast paced and for the experienced dancer.  
Course Fee: “TBD, pass fee has been $40” 

 
Creative Movement              Grades: 9-12 
Prerequisites: Participation in open rehearsals at the end of the semester or one-on-one audition with 
color guard director. 
Recommended: Beginning Dance or dance experience outside of Walden Grove. 

Course only offered during ZERO HOUR: students will be responsible for arranging transportation to school. 
This dance course will focus on the movement of the body with reference to ballet, jazz, and modern dance while 
performing with flags, rifles, sabers, and other equipment with an emphasis on technique and artistry.  Creative Movement 
is a high-impact activity and strength and conditioning will be expected both in and out of class.  The team performs with 
the marching band in the fall and on its own in the spring.  Students are expected to participate year long and must 
perform with the team to remain in the class. Auditions will be held before Semester 2 to add new members to the 
class.  Grading will be based on participation, physical skills, and preparation.  Participation includes performances and 
rehearsals outside of the school day including but not limited to after school, nights, and weekends. 
Course Fee: $50 

 

Beginning Drama           Grades: 9-12 
This class is an introductory class in theater arts.  Instruction is provided in all facets of basic dramatic production.  During 
first semester students will learn about evaluation of plays, improvisation and pantomime, voice and diction, and 
acting.  Students will also learn the basics of stage production, including the structure of drama, stage setting and lighting, 
and costuming and makeup.  Although this is not a performance class there will be required rehearsals, performances, 
and possible travel outside of the scheduled class time. 
Course Fee: $30 
 

Intermediate Drama            Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Beginning Drama or Instructor Approval 
This course will expand on skills acquired in Beginning Drama with emphasis on movement, voice production and 
articulation, character analysis and development, and technical theater.  This is a performance class.  There will be 
required rehearsals, performances, and possible travel outside of the scheduled class time. 
Course Fee: “TBD, pass fee has been $40” 
 

Advanced Drama            Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite: A grade of “C” or above in Intermediate Drama, or Instructor approval 
Advanced Drama is designed for the student interested in learning more about any facets of theater arts. Students in 
Advanced Drama will complete a series of projects throughout the year. These projects may include reading and 
evaluating plays, directing, and the performances of audition monologues, two person scenes, group scenes and one-act 
plays. In addition, Advanced Drama students may design lighting, sets, costumes and makeup for school productions. 
Advanced Drama is a repeatable course. 
Course Fee: “TBD, pass fee has been $40” 
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Beginning Mixed Choir        Grades: 9-12 
This course covers a range of vocal repertoire for students of all vocal abilities. This is a beginning and intermediate 
course, including treble and mixed choirs.  A variety of choral literature will be studied with emphasis on developing basic 
musicianship skills including music notation and sight singing along with studying music theory, history, and other areas to 
ensure successful musicianship in performances.  Individual practice is required as part of this course.  This is a 
performance class with required concerts, rehearsals, and possible travel outside of the scheduled class time. 
Course Fee: “TBD, pass fee has been $40” 

 
Intermediate Treble Choir             Grades: 9-12 
Prerequisite: Auditioned based 
This course covers a range of vocal repertoire for students of all vocal abilities. This is an intermediate course, with 
primarily treble voices. A variety of choral literature will be studied with emphasis on developing basic musicianship skills 
including music notation and sight singing along with studying music theory, history, and other areas to ensure successful 
musicianship in performances. Individual practice is required as part of this course. This is a performance class with 
required concerts, rehearsals, and possible travel outside of the scheduled class time. 
Course Fee: “TBD, pass fee has been $40” 

 
Chamber Choir                                Grades: 9-12 
Prerequisite: Auditioned based 
This is an advanced performance ensemble designed for students with previous choir experience.  A variety of choral 
literature will be studied with emphasis on developing basic musicianship skills including music notation and sight singing, 
along with studying music theory, history, and other areas to ensure successful musicianship in performances.  Individual 
practice is required as part of this course.  This is a performance class with required concerts, rehearsals, and possible 
travel outside of the scheduled class time. 
Course Fee: “TBD, pass fee has been $40” 
 

Marching/Concert Band        Grades: 9-12 
Wind Instruments Only (Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet, Horn, Trombone, Euphonium, Tuba, Oboe, Bassoon)   
This course focuses on the performance practices of quality concert band and marching band literature.  A variety of 
literature will be studied with emphasis on developing proper playing techniques, the study of music theory and history, 
and building individual and ensemble playing and leadership skills.  Individual practice is required as part of this 
course.  This is a performance class with required concerts, rehearsals, and travel possible outside of the scheduled class 
time.  Students are responsible for supplying his/her own instrument or making arrangements with the director to use 
school equipment, if available.  Students enrolled in Wind Ensemble may take this course to learn new instruments. 
Course Fee: $75 

 
Wind Ensemble        Grades: 9-12 
Prerequisite:  Audition or Band Director Approval  
Wind Instruments Only (Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone, Trumpet, Horn, Trombone, Euphonium, Tuba, Oboe, Bassoon)   
The WGHS Wind Ensemble is the premier concert band.  This course will focus on higher level pieces, challenging the 
students as musicians to expand their musical knowledge and ability.  A variety of literature will be studied, with emphasis 
on large and small ensemble playing and leadership skills.  Individual practice is required as part of this course.  This is a 
performance class, with required concerts, rehearsals, and travel possible outside of the scheduled class time.  Students 
are responsible for supplying his/her own instrument or making arrangements with the director to use school equipment, if 
available. 
Course Fee: $75 

 
String Orchestra              Grades: 9-12 
String Instruments Only (Violin, Viola, Cello, String Bass) 
This course focuses on the performance practices of quality orchestral literature.  A variety of literature will be studied with 
emphasis on developing proper playing techniques, the study of music theory and history, and building individual and 
ensemble playing skills.  Individual practice is required as part of this course.  This is a performance class with concerts, 
rehearsals, and travel possible outside of the scheduled class time.  Students are responsible for supplying his/her own 
instrument or making arrangements with the director to use school equipment, if available.   
Course Fee: $50 
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Jazz Band                Grades: 9-12 
Jazz Instruments Only 
Prerequisite: Audition or Band Director Approval 
This course is only available during Zero Hour from 7:05-8:00am each school day   
Must also be enrolled in Marching/Concert Band, Percussion or Wind Ensemble Class 
This course focuses on the performance practices of jazz band literature.  A variety of literature will be studied with 
emphasis on developing proper playing techniques, the study of jazz history and theory, and building individual and 
ensemble playing skills.  Individual practice is required as part of this course.  This is a performance class with required 
concerts, rehearsals, and travel possible outside of the scheduled class time.  Students are responsible for supplying 
his/her own instrument or making arrangements with the director to use school equipment, if available.  
Course Fee: $50 
 

Percussion               Grades: 9-12 
Percussion Instruments Only  
This course focuses on studying percussion ensemble literature while also acting as and rehearsing the percussion 
literature studied in Marching and Concert Band.  A variety of literature will be studied with emphasis on developing 
proper playing techniques on all percussion instruments, building individual and ensemble playing skills, and through the 
study of music history and theory.  Individual practice is required as part of this course.  This is a performance class with 
required concerts, rehearsals, and travel possible outside of the scheduled class time.  Students are responsible for 
supplying mallets, sticks, a stick bag, and other materials to supplement the instruments provided by W.G.H.S. 
Course Fee: $75 

 
Symphonic Band                     Grades: 10-12 
The students in the Symphonic Band will combine with students in the Concert/Marching Band, Wind Ensemble, and 
Percussion Studies as one group to perform as the Red Wolf Regiment Marching Band. Individual practice is required as 
part of this course. This course focuses on the performance practices of quality concert band and marching band 
literature. A variety of literature will be studied, with emphasis on developing proper playing techniques, the study of music 
theory and history, and building individual and ensemble playing and leadership skills. This is a performance class, with 
required concerts, rehearsals, and travel possible outside of the scheduled class time. The WGHS Symphonic Band is the 
non-audition concert band.  
Course Fee: “TBD” 

 
AP Music Theory            Grades: 10-12 
The Advanced Placement (AP) Music Theory course enables highly motivated students to engage in college level work in 
the areas of reading and analyzing notated music and aural training.  Particular emphasis will be placed upon developing 
listening skills, sight singing ability, alongside of knowledge of rhythm, melody, harmony, and other compositional 
devices.  This course prepares students for the AP Music Theory Exam at the end of the year.   
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, Pending Amount Assessed by College Board for 2019-2020 School Year 
 
 
 
 

World Languages 
 

(Each Course is a Year-Long Commitment Unless Specifically Noted) 

*   =   Course is  approved.  (Other courses currently pending NCAA approval) 
 
 

* Spanish I        Grades: 9-12 
This course is designed to teach novice proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening through active participation. 
This is an academic college preparatory course with emphasis on practical writing, conversation in Spanish and an 
introduction to Hispanic culture.    
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* Spanish II      Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite: C or better (or a D with parental permission) in both semesters of Spanish I. 
At this level, more attention is given to developing reading and writing skills while enhancing speaking and listening skills 
in an academic environment. This course includes a deeper study of present and past verb forms and intermediate level 
conversational vocabulary. 
 
 

* Spanish III      Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: C or better (or a D with parental permission) in both semesters of Spanish II. 
This course will continue to develop skills in speaking, listening and writing Spanish. At this level there is an increased 
emphasis on vocabulary development, oral proficiency, expression in the past tense and various other tenses.  Students 
will read short stories and class is conducted entirely in Spanish. Students will also continue to expand knowledge of the 
culture of Spanish-speaking people. 
 
 

AP Spanish Language & Culture      Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: C or better (or a D with parental permission) in both semesters of Spanish III. 
This course is equivalent to a 300 junior level university Spanish class in advanced composition, conversation, and 
grammar.  Students read Spanish newspaper articles, magazines, short stories, novels and poetry, which will enhance 
their awareness and appreciation of Hispanic culture and history. Class will be conducted entirely in Spanish.  
Exam fee required: Approximately $95, Pending Amount Assessed by College Board for 2019-2020 School Year 
 
 

* Mandarin Chinese I        Grades: 9-12 
This course teaches students to speak, read and write Chinese at a basic level. It is an active participation course with an 
emphasis on practical writing and conversation in Mandarin Chinese along with its culture 
 
 

* Mandarin Chinese II            Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite: C or better (or a D with parental permission) in both semesters of Mandarin Chinese I 
At this level, more attention is given to developing, reading and writing skills while enhancing speaking and listening skills. 
This course includes a deeper study of culture and intermediate level conversational vocabulary. 
 

* Mandarin Chinese III           Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: C or better (or a D with parental permission) in both semesters of Mandarin Chinese II 
This course will continue to develop skills in speaking, listening and writing Mandarin Chinese. At this level there is an 
increased emphasis on vocabulary development, oral proficiency, expression in the past tense and various other tenses.  
Students will read short stories and class is conducted entirely in Mandarin Chinese. Students will also continue to expand 
knowledge of the culture of Mandarin-speaking people. 

 
* German I                Grades: 9-12 
This course is designed to teach novice proficiency in reading, writing, speaking and listening through active participation. 
This is an academic college preparatory course with emphasis on practical writing, conversation in German and an 
introduction to the German culture. 

 
* German II             Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite: C or better (or a D with parental permission) in both German I semesters 
At this level, more attention is given to developing the German language skills of reading and writing skills while 
enhancing speaking and listening skills in an academic environment. This course includes a deeper study of present and 
past verb forms and intermediate level conversational vocabulary.  This is a participation based class in which students 
will be actively engaged in meaningful classroom activities, pair work and group work.  Active participation and speaking 
German daily is essential to the total learning process.  Students continue to develop and refine their proficiency in all four 
language skills- speaking, listening, reading, and writing- with an emphasis on the ability to interact orally.  They 
communicate using more complex language structures on a variety of topics as they gain a deeper understanding of the 
world around them 
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* German 101             Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisites: B or better in both semesters of German I and Instructor Approval 
This is an elective credit for HS. This is a 1 year course that fulfills the Foreign Language requirement 
for entrance into a 4 yr University. 
This is a college level beginning German course designed to introduce the German language and culture, while 
developing basic communication skills for new German language learners. Upon successful completion of this course, 
students will receive 4 credit hours of German coursework from the University of Arizona.   
Course fee: Approximately $500 ($25 non-degree application fee included) 
 
 
 

Physical Education  
 

(Each Course is a Year-Long Commitment Unless Specifically Noted) 
 
 
 

General Physical Education – Boys / Girls        Grades: 9-12 
Students will be exposed to a variety of physical education activities. These will include individual sports, team sports and 
personal fitness activities. Some activities to be included will be football, basketball, soccer, tennis, ultimate Frisbee, 
softball, weight training, track & field, volleyball, badminton, pickle ball and floor hockey. 
Required: PE Clothes - (Red Shirt, Black Shorts – PE Uniform available for purchase: $7 Shirt, $11 Shorts) and  

Lock - (Lock available for rent: $5) 
 

Advanced PE            Grades: 10-12  
Students will go into further detail of physical activities and sports. Students will be involved in specific skill development 
and more competitive games. Some activities to be included will be football, basketball, volleyball, soccer, floor hockey, 
ultimate Frisbee, dodge ball, badminton, lacrosse, rugby, and pickle ball.  
Required: PE Clothes - (Red Shirt, Black Shorts – PE Uniform available for purchase: $7 Shirt, $11 Shorts) and  

Lock - (Lock available for rent: $5) 
 

Team Sports PE            Grades: 10-12  
Students will compete in a variety of team sports. Emphasis will be put on team work, sportsmanship, and competitive 
spirit. Students will be involved in lengthier units of all team sports with tournaments during each. Team sports include 
football, basketball, soccer, volleyball, lacrosse, floor hockey, dodge ball, team handball, rugby, and mush ball.  
Required: PE Clothes - (Red Shirt, Black Shorts – PE Uniform available for purchase: $7 Shirt, $11 Shorts) and  

Lock - (Lock available for rent: $5) 

 
Weights and Conditioning (Co-Ed)        Grades: 9-12 
This course will have students follow individual workout programs designed to meet their own personal needs. Programs 
will include strength, cardiovascular, power, agility and flexibility training. This class is ideal for students interested in 
weight control.  This course does fulfill a PE requirement.  
Required: PE Clothes - (Red Shirt, Black Shorts – PE Uniform available for purchase: $9 Shirt, $9 Shorts) and  

Lock - (Lock available for rent: $5) 

 
Weights and Conditioning for Girls           Grades: 9-12 
This course is designated for girls that are interested and willing to work to improve their strength, cardiovascular 
conditioning, and plyometrics at a higher level.  Individuals will practice advanced skills that will benefit them in their sport 
and/ or their daily life. This class will develop skills, knowledge, attitudes, and conditions important to proper weight 
training. Strength training, plyometrics and cardiovascular conditioning will be emphasized daily through a fitness plan 
developed and maintain by the teacher. This course does fulfill a PE requirement. 
Required: PE Clothes - (Red Shirt, Black Shorts – PE Uniform available for purchase: $7 Shirt, $11 Shorts) and  

Lock - (Lock available for rent: $5) 
 

 



 22 

 
 
Advanced Weights and Conditioning         Grades: 10-12 
This course is designed to teach the advanced concepts of weight training for fitness. Its goal is to provide the participant 
with knowledge about the principles involved with physical conditioning and improving the health related components of 
fitness through a variety of resistance and cardio exercises. This course does fulfill a PE requirement. 
Required: PE Clothes - (Red Shirt, Black Shorts – PE Uniform available for purchase: $7 Shirt, $11 Shorts) AND  

Lock - (Lock available for rent: $5) 
 
 

Sports Conditioning (Semester)                  Grades: 10-12 
This course will be offered to students who have previously competed in a high school sport and plan to continue in one or 
more sports. Students must also have coach approval. The student will be trained specific to their sport. Skills and injury 
prevention will be emphasized. Students may only take this class during the semester they are not on a school team. Fall 
sports can take sports conditioning during the spring semester. Spring sports can take sports conditioning during the fall 
semester. Winter sports may choose either semester to take sports conditioning.  
Required: PE Clothes - (Red Shirt, Black Shorts – PE Uniform available for purchase: $7 Shirt, $11 Shorts) and  

Lock - (Lock available for rent: $5) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAREER & TECHNOLOGICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 
  
 
 
 
What is CTE?  Career & Technical Education (CTE) evolved from earlier Vocational Education. In this new capacity it 
covers a broad scope and sequence of education in 16 different career clusters. The intent is to prepare students for a 
range of postsecondary options including direct employment, apprenticeships, community college or trade school, 
and university. The CTE instructional model includes: 
 
 
· Classroom instruction of theory 
· Laboratory instruction for hands on application of theory 
· CTSO for extended skill application in a team setting 
· Work Based Learning for application in a workplace environment 
· Advisory Councils for CTE programs interface with the local business and industry community 
 
 
What is JTED? The Pima County JTED is a high school district that encompasses the entire county and interfaces 
with all 11 school districts. Funds received from county taxpayers and supplemented with Arizona state education monies 
are used to develop and support Career and Technological Education for all students in grades 10-12. The management 
and control of the joint district are vested in the joint technological education district governing board, including the content 
and quality of the courses offered by the district, the quality of teachers who provide instruction on behalf of the district, 
the salaries of teachers who provide instruction on behalf of the district and the reimbursement of other entities for 
the facilities used by the district. 
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CTE/JTED Courses 
 

(Each Course is a Year-Long Commitment Unless Specifically Noted) 
 
 

Digital Photography I            Grades: 10-12 
This course will focus on the basics of photography. Students will learn fundamental camera techniques, the foundations 
of photography, and Adobe Photoshop. The course includes selective coloring, the basics of motion, photo compositing, 
portraiture, and historical content. This course counts as a CTE, Fine Arts, or Elective Credit.  Club affiliation: SkillsUSA. 
Course fee: $20 
 

Digital Photography II        Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Digital Photography I 
This course provides advanced experience in photography for students to expand their technical and artistic skills. The 
course includes use of various camera formats, lenses, advanced lighting techniques, portfolio production, and will help 
develop students’ conceptual thought process. Students will learn techniques such as double exposures, high dynamic 
range photography, studio lighting, and will start to design products with their photography. Students will gain practical 
experience in situations similar to those encountered by professional photographers. This course counts as a CTE, Fine 
Arts or Elective Credit.  Club affiliation: SkillsUSA.  
Course fee: $20 
 

Digital Photography III            Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Digital Photography II 
This course continues to provide advanced experience in photography for students to expand their technical and artistic 
skills. Students continue to learn more about the use of various camera formats, lenses, advanced lighting techniques, 
designs principles, poster creation, portfolio production, career opportunities, and portfolio presentations.  Students will 
create a final portfolio combining all skills they have learned. This course counts as a CTE, Fine Arts, or Elective Credit.  
Club affiliation: SkillsUSA.  
Course fee: $20 
 

Digital Photography IV         Grade: 12 
Prerequisite: Digital Photography III 
This course continues to provide advanced experience in photography for students to expand their technical and artistic 
skills. Students continue to learn more about the use of various camera formats, lenses, advanced lighting techniques, 
designs principles, poster creation, portfolio production, career opportunities, and portfolio presentations. Students will 
gain practical experience in situations similar to those encountered by professional photographers. Students will create a 
final portfolio combining all skills they have learned. This course counts as a CTE, Fine Arts, or Elective Credit.  Club 
affiliation: SkillsUSA. 
Course fee: $20 
 

Digital Communications – Printed Publications I, II, III, IV  Grades: 10-12 
This course is a workshop for the creation of the Yearbook. 

Requirements: Students must sign a contract agreeing to work after school, some nights, and 
possibly some weekends as part of the process of documenting student activities for the yearbook. 
Students who are not able or willing to put in this extra time should not sign up for this class; all 
students are required to attend events after school for credit. 
Students are in charge of covering student body events, sporting events, classes, clubs, and all things Walden Grove.  
Through this class students will interview, write articles, photograph, edit photographs, create layouts, and work with the 
Jostens Yearbook Avenue site to build yearbook pages.  Computer and English skills, the ability to follow directions, and 
the ability to meet ALL deadlines are mandatory.  Students should be able to work well with others, have great social 
skills, be proactive, be willing to talk to teachers, students, coaches, and other people involved in Walden Grove.  
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Digital Communications – Online Publications I, II, III      Grades: 10-12 
This course is a workshop for the creation of THE HOWLER. 
This course trains students in the fundamental writing, journalism and online technological skills needed to publish the 
monthly online periodical The Howler. Students are tasked with recognizing the work done inside and outside the 
classroom at Walden Grove High School. Leadership opportunities are provided as well as the knowledge on interviewing 
styles, page layout and design, techniques on how to write an article, editing and proof reading, basic photography, 
advertising, time management and teamwork. Daily attendance and the availability to do work outside the normal 
classroom hours are required. 
 

Mentoring (Digital Photography)          Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: Digital Photography II and Teacher Approval 
This course is for advanced photography students that will help educate beginning photography students in Digital 
Photography I classes. Mentors are to help manage equipment, help answer questions, aid in Photoshop Tutorials, aid in 
monitoring students during photography sessions, teach small lessons to students, and will aid in additional assignments 
that have been requested of the photography department.  
 

 
Sports Medicine & Rehabilitation Therapies I       Grades: 10-12 
This course will focus on athletic injuries.  This will include the prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation of athletic injuries.  
Terminology, basic first aid, and preventative taping will be incorporated.  Students will also receive CPR certification.  
Students will be required to do observations/internships so that they can see how the skills they acquire are put to work.  
Club affiliation:  HOSA (Health Occupations Student Association).  
Course fee: $20 

 
Sports Medicine & Rehabilitation Therapies II       Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite:  Sports Medicine & Rehabilitation Therapies I 
Students add to their knowledge gained in Sports Med I. This will include advanced care in the prevention, treatment, and 
rehabilitation of athletic injuries.  Terminology, basic first aid, and preventative taping will be incorporated. Students will 
also receive CPR certification. Students will learn about proper nutrition and ergogenic aids for the athletic 
population.  Students will be required to do observations/internships so that they can see how the skills they acquire are 
put to work. Club affiliation:  HOSA (Health Occupations Student Association).  
Course fee: $20 
 

Sports Medicine & Rehabilitation Therapies III             Grade: 12 
Prerequisite:  Sports Medicine & Rehabilitation Therapies I & II 
This course is a hands-on course. You will be working under the head athletic trainers-direct supervision as you are now 
able to apply concepts of prevention, treatment, and rehabilitation of injuries previously learned in Sports medicine I & II. 
Club affiliation:  HOSA (Health Occupations Student Association). 
Course fee: $20 
 

Film & Television I             Grades: 10-12 
This course serves as an introduction to Film & Television, as well as an intro to Film & Television production. Students 
gain valuable time management and leadership skills while honing their creativity working on a variety of group and 
individual projects. Students will learn basic story structure and the criticism and analysis of many films and television 
shows.  Throughout the course, Students will gain insight of the film & Television industry and create projects in 
accordance with the media industry.  Club affiliation: SkillsUSA 
Course fee: $20 
 

Film & Television II            Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite:  Film & Television I 
Students will begin to learn intermediate story structure and analyze and critique more specified genres of film and 
television. Students will begin learning aspects of screen writing and applying those aspects to WGHS Announcements 
and school projects. Students will assist in any way they can with WGHS Announcements.  Students will be introduced to 
aspects of working with outside clients from the district and community to create video projects.  

Club affiliation: SkillsUSA  
Course fee: $20 
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Film & Television III             Grade: 12  
Prerequisite: Film & Television II or Broadcasting II   
Students will write/produce/direct WGTV News.  Students will begin working with outside clients to gain community 
recognition as a working professional.  A/V III will begin developing personal projects to establish a working portfolio which 
is to be submitted to colleges/universities involving Film & Television programs in plans to continue their education and 

future in Film & Television. Club affiliation: SkillsUSA  
Course fee: $20 
 

Film & Television IV             Grade: 12  
Prerequisite: Film & Television III or Broadcasting III  
Students will study in specified area of interest in the profession.  Students will primarily be working with outside clients to 
gain community recognition as a working professional.  A/V IV Students will learn advanced techniques and theories in 

their area of interest and will apply them in various professional settings.  Club affiliation: SkillsUSA  
Course fee: $20 
 

 
Broadcasting I, II and III                    Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisites:  Film & Television I and Audition Based 
This course will focus on students producing, editing, and distributing media for live broadcasting from an advanced 
leadership perspective.  Students in this class will practice teamwork, leadership, and advanced time management. 
These Students will be responsible for writing, filming, and distributing all Walden Grove news and live streaming events.  
Students who are enrolled in this class will be working with fast turnaround projects while executing multiple projects at 
once.  Students who are enrolled in Broadcasting III will be competing in SkillsUSA and outside film competitions.  This 
class will emphasize technique, production value, work ethic, and teamwork that is comparable to industry 

standards.  Club affiliation: SkillsUSA  
Course fee: $20 
 
 

Law, Public Safety & Security I          Grades: 10-12 
This course focuses on the history and philosophy of administration of justice in America. It includes identifying the 
various subsystems, role expectations, and their interrelationships, theories of crime, punishment and rehabilitation, 
ethics, education and training for professionalism in the system, and career opportunities related to local criminal justice 
agencies and as such, each learning experience will require students to be active participants, critical thinkers, effective 
communicators, and disciplined listeners. This course also examines the causes, responses and prevailing legal and 
social practices concerning delinquency in America. Includes issues pertaining to the family, schools, gang membership, 
drug use and youth victimization. Also includes the juvenile justice system including the history and philosophy of the 
juvenile court, court decision-making, sentencing practices, diversion, institutionalization, community supervision and how 
it interfaces with the administration of justice.  
Course fee: $20 
 

Law, Public Safety & Security II          Grades: 10-12 

Prerequisite:  Law, Public Safety & Security I 
Dual Enrolled with Pima Community College-  AJS 101 Introduction to Administration of Justice 
System and AJS 109 Criminal Law 
Law & Public Safety II is an advanced continuation of Law & Public Safety I and focuses on the historical development 
and philosophy of law and constitutional provisions. Includes definitions, classifications of crime and their application to 
the system of administration of justice, legal research, study of case law, methodology, and concepts of law as a social 
force. It includes implications for defendant’s rights, the arrest process, the prosecuting attorney, the defense attorney, 
courts, grand jury, trial jury, judicial process, and its aftermath. Each learning experience will require students to be active 
participants, critical thinkers, effective communicators, and disciplined listeners as well as the fundamentals of modern 
criminal investigations and includes procedures and skills in search and investigation, conduct at the crime scene, 
collection and preservation of evidence, developing sources of information, preparation of cases for court prosecution, 
and report-writing requirements for administration and court use.  
Course fee: $20 
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Law, Public Safety & Security III                  Grade: 12 
Prerequisite:  Law, Public Safety & Security I & II 
Dual Enrolled with Pima Community College-  AJS 115 Criminal Procedures and AJS 124 Ethics and 
the Administration of Justice 
Participation in this advanced course increases a student’s proficiency in basic skills such as listening, public speaking, 
reading and critical thinking. Further, students will gain an understanding of the philosophy and content of the law as 
applied by our courts and the legal system while providing a forum for students who want to pursue law- related activities. 
A mock trial is simulations of judicial proceeding, that is, the actual enactment of a trial of either a civil or criminal case. 
Participation in and analysis of mock trials provides students with an insider’s perspective from which to learn about 
courtroom procedures. This course will help students gain a basic understanding of the legal mechanism through which 
our society resolves many disputes while providing students with a better understanding of the roles of people in the 
justice system. This leads to a greater understanding and respect of our system of justice and provide a vehicle for the 
study of fundamental law-related concepts such as authority and fairness. Participating with judges, lawyers, and teachers 
in this course enables students to ask thoughtful and direct question.  
Course fee: $20 
 
 
 

Automotive Technologies I             Grades: 9-12 
This course is taken at Sahuarita High School (SHS) from 7:05-8:00am each school day.   
Transportation to SHS is not provided by the district, however, a shuttle from SHS to WGHS after 
class is provided. 
This course explores servicing, maintenance, and repair of most automotive systems.  Instructional areas include basic 
electrical and battery service, basic tune-up procedures, basic engine, and general car maintenance.  Students work with 
multi and single cylinder engines, chain and shaft drive units, transmissions, suspension systems, and fuel and electrical 
systems. 
Club affiliation:  SkillsUSA 
Course fee: $20 
 

Automotive Technologies II          Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite:  Automotive Technologies I 
This course is taken at Sahuarita High School (SHS) during 1st period from 8:20-9:05 am, M-F. 
Transportation to SHS is not provided by the district, however, a shuttle from SHS to WGHS after 
class will be provided. Students will be late to 2nd hour at WGHS on Wednesdays only. 
This course prepares students to diagnose and repair malfunctions in automotive electrical systems and automotive 
braking systems, allowing students to meet initial ASE certification requirements. Students study steering and suspension 
systems. Second year of SkillsUSA membership is part of the class and allows the student to compete in the Leadership 
and Auto Skills state competitions.  
Club affiliation:  SkillsUSA 
Course Fee: $20 
 
 

Automotive Technologies III          Grades: 11-12 

Prerequisite:  Automotive Technologies II 
This course is taken at Sahuarita High School (SHS) during 1st period from 8:20-9:05 am, M-F. 
Transportation to SHS is not provided by the district, however, a shuttle from SHS to WGHS after 
class will be provided. Students will be late to 2nd hour at WGHS on Wednesdays only. 
This course provides job skills in engine troubleshooting, emission and electronic computer controls, drivetrain and axle 
repairs, ABS computer brakes, major engine overhaul and repairs, and heating and air conditioning repairs. Membership 
in SkillsUSA allows the student to compete in the Leadership and/or Auto/Diesel contests.  
Club affiliation:  SkillsUSA 
Course Fee: $20 
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Heavy Equipment Operations  (Pima J.T.E.D. Central Course)   Grades: 11-12  
Registration for this course needs to be done online at https://pimajted.org 
This course will emphasize the basics of heavy equipment operations in a variety of construction applications and site 
preparation.  Students will use critical thinking and math skills to master blueprint interpretation, surveying, and excavation 
techniques.  Shape the earth by operating bulldozers, scrapers, motor graders, and other construction and site 
preparation equipment in a variety of environments.  This is a Pima County JTED Central course that will meet at WGHS 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 3:30-7:30 and two Saturday’s a month from 8:00am-4:00pm.   
Club affiliation: SkillsUSA 
 
 

Intro to Engineering              Grades: 9-12 
 In Intro to Engineering students are introduced to the world and practices of creative engineering product design. 
Through activities, research, competitions, and projects, student engineering design teams will work through the steps of 
engineering design process (loop) by completing actual designs. Students will be given a task or define a problem, relate 
to the project; identify its requirements and constraints. Additionally, students will conduct research, brainstorm alternative 
solutions, evaluate possible solutions, and create and test prototypes 
Course Fee: $20 

 
 
Engineering Principles                                                     Grades: 10-12 

Prerequisite: Intro to Engineering 
Advanced Engineering students continue to investigate the world and practices of creating engineering product design. 
The Engineering program is designed to develop students’ understanding of engineering problem solving and design 
practices. The program will prepare students to apply fundamental scientific and mathematical laws and principles 
relevant to engineering and technology. Students will learn to apply Science Technology Engineering Math (STEM) 
concepts to current technologies and tools as they learn about the different disciplines and opportunities within the fields 
of engineering. The Engineering program is designed and delivered as a coherent sequence of experiences using 
technical instruction, academic foundations, experiential learning, and supervised occupational experience. The 
Engineering program will enhance their skills through effective communication, teamwork, leadership, and personal 
development skills through the Career and Technical Student Organization SkillsUSA.  
Course Fee: $20 

 
 
Advanced Construction Technologies I        Grades: 10-12 
This course is taken at Sahuarita High School (SHS) from 7:05-8:00am each school day.   
Transportation to SHS is not provided by the district, however, a shuttle from SHS to WGHS after 
class is provided. 
This course enables students to safely use hand tools and portable and stationary woodworking tools. Projects include 
toolboxes, dog-houses, and wall framing. Structural and civil construction career opportunities are examined.  
Course fee: $20 
  
 

Culinary Arts I             Grades: 10-12 
This course is taken at Sahuarita High School (SHS) from 7:05-8:00am each school day.   
Transportation to SHS is not provided by the district, however, a shuttle from SHS to WGHS after 
class is provided. 
This course gives students the opportunity to explore the field of culinary arts and prepares students to serve under the 
supervision of food service professionals. It includes in-depth instruction in sanitation, quality control, and quality food 
preparation. Professionalism and other career skills will be emphasized. Students also learn front and back of the house 
skills and assist with the Mustang Café. 
Course fee: $20 
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Culinary Arts II             Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite:  Culinary Arts I 
This course is taken at Sahuarita High School (SHS) during 1st period from 8:20-9:05 am, M-F. 
Transportation to SHS is not provided by the district, however, a shuttle from SHS to WGHS after 
class will be provided. Students will be late to 2nd hour at WGHS on Wednesdays only. 
This course develops management and entrepreneurship skills and gives students an opportunity to refine creative 
cooking skills. Students run the Mustang Café and have other catering opportunities. They practice customer service and 
become familiar with running a small business. Additionally, this class explores nutritional concerns and use principles of 
nutrition in menu development. 
Club affiliation:  FCCLA 
Course fee: $20 
 

Culinary Arts II                     Grade: 12 
Prerequisite:  Culinary Arts II 
This course is taken at Sahuarita High School (SHS) during 1st period from 8:20-9:05 am, M-F. 
Transportation to SHS is not provided by the district, however, a shuttle from SHS to WGHS after 
class will be provided. Students will be late to 2nd hour at WGHS on Wednesdays only. 
This course combines culinary and management skills, and includes guest speakers and industry related field trips. 
Students develop culinary skills in food and workplace safety, kitchen essentials, potatoes and grains, sauces and salsa, 
garnishes, and fruits and vegetables. They practice complex cooking methods, plating and composition. Students refine 
menu creations, create a business plan presentation, and become proficient in food costing. They will learn the 
importance of communication and management essentials, and industry career building.  
Club affiliation:  FCCLA 
Course fee: $20 

 
Biotechnology I                                                                                        Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Freshman physical science course 
Dual Enrolled with University of Arizona MCB 101 
Biotechnology I is an introductory course designed to create an awareness of career possibilities in the field of 
biotechnology. Students are introduced to diagnostic and therapeutic laboratory procedures that support bioscience 
research and practice. Students in biotechnology will be introduced to topics such as cloning, gene sequencing and 
bioethics. The topics covered are designed to prepare students to enter certificate, two year or four year programs. This 
course is meant to provide students with an introduction to the technology and principles that are used in biotechnology 
industry.  
Club affiliation:  HOSA 
Course fee: $500 
 

AP Computer Science Principles         Grades: 10-12 
Prerequisite: Algebra I 
This course introduces students to the foundations of computer science with a focus on how computing powers in the 
world. Along with the fundamentals of computing, students will learn to analyze data, create technology that has a 
practical impact, and gain a broader understanding of how computer science impacts people and society. The AP CSP 
course is organized around seven big ideas, which are essential to studying computer science (creativity, abstraction, 
data and information, algorithms, programming, the internet and global impact).  
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, Pending Amount Assessed by CollegeBoard for 2019-2020 School Year 

 
AP Computer Science A                            Grades: 11-12 
Prerequisite: AP Computer Science Principles  
Full year A Computer Science A is equivalent to a first-semester, college-level course in computer science. The course 
introduces students to computer science with fundamental topics that include problem solving, design strategies and 
methodologies, organization of data ( data structures), approaches to processing data ( algorithms), analysis of potential 
solutions, and the ethical and social implications of computing. The course emphasizes both object- orientated and 
imperative problem solving and design using Java language. These techniques represent proven approaches for 
developing solutions that can scale up from small, simple problems to large, complex problems. The AP Computer 
Science A course curriculum is compatible with many CS1 courses in colleges and universities.   
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, Pending Amount Assessed by College Board for 2019-2020 School Year 
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Navy/Marine Corps Junior Reserve Officers Training Corps 
 
 

Navy/Marine JROTC I              Grades: 9-12 
This course fulfills the Physical Education or CTE or an Elective credit for graduation. 
This course is taken at Sahuarita High School (SHS) from 8:00-9:00am each school day.   
Transportation to SHS is not provided by the district, however, a shuttle from SHS to WGHS after 
class is provided. 
Prerequisite:  Requires approval of the Naval Science Instructor or Senior Naval Science Instructor 
Purpose: To introduce students to the meaning of citizenship, the elements of leadership, physical fitness, and the value 
of scholarship in attaining life goals; engender a sound appreciation for the heritage and traditions of America, with 
recognition that sea power will be important in America’s future, develop in each cadet a growing sense of pride in his/her 
organization, associates, and self.  These elements are pursued at the fundamental level. 
Course fee: $26 

 
Navy/Marine JROTC II           Grades: 10-12 
This course fulfills the Physical Education or CTE or an Elective credit for graduation. 
This course is taken at Sahuarita High School (SHS) from 8:00-9:00am each school day.   
Transportation to SHS is not provided by the district, however, a shuttle from SHS to WGHS after 
class is provided. 
Prerequisite:  Navy/Marine JROTC I, or permission of the Senior Naval Science Instructor 
Purpose:  To engender a sound appreciation for how sea power has influenced events in world and U.S. history and to 
understand how the U.S. Navy has participated in historical events that have shaped the heritage and traditions of 
America.  Re-emphasize to cadets the meaning of citizenship, the elements of leadership, physical fitness, and the value 
of scholarship in attaining life goals. 
Course fee: $26 
 

Navy/Marine JROTC III           Grades: 11-12 
This course fulfills the Physical Education or CTE or an Elective credit for graduation. 
This course is taken at Sahuarita High School (SHS) from 8:00-9:00am each school day.   
Transportation to SHS is not provided by the district, however, a shuttle from SHS to WGHS after 
class is provided. 
Prerequisite:  Navy/Marine JROTC II, or permission of the Senior Naval Science Instructor 
Purpose:  To engender a sound appreciation for how physical science, maritime geography, U.S. Navy organization and 
operations and how the heritage and traditions of American have been shaped.  Broaden the understanding to cadets the 
meaning of citizenship, the elements of leadership, physical fitness, and the value of scholarship in attaining life goals. 
Course fee: $26 
 

Navy/Marine JROTC IV         Grade: 12 
This course fulfills the Physical Education or CTE or an Elective credit for graduation. 
This course is taken at Sahuarita High School (SHS) from 8:00-9:00am each school day.   
Transportation to SHS is not provided by the district, however, a shuttle from SHS to WGHS after 
class is provided. 
Prerequisite:  Navy/Marine JROTC III, or permission of the Senior Naval Science Instructor 
To engender a sound appreciation of global awareness and how different cultures around the world have been formed by 
their history, economy, government and customs and how the U.S. interacts with various parts of the world.  Develop an 
appreciation for the meaning of citizenship, the elements of leadership, physical fitness, and the value of scholarship in 
attaining life goals.  A plan for post high school success will be developed. 
Course fee: $26 
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Other Electives 
 

(Each Course is a Year-Long Commitment Unless Specifically Noted) 

*   =   Course is  approved.  (Other courses currently pending NCAA approval) 
Courses underlined are also available to be taken Online through the SUSD HYBRID Program. 

 
 
Academic Decathlon              Grades: 9-12 
In Academic Decathlon you will become an athlete of the mind. Academic Decathlon is a nationwide competition for 
students of all grades and class standings. Students will be exposed to learning a given topic assigned by the United 
States Academic Decathlon Organization. Past topics have been the study of Russia, World Wars, Energy and various 
other historically related topics. Not only does this class offer exposure to topics and materials students will not study in 
other classes, there are also scholarship opportunities students may strive to attain. The class will provide students 
exposure to real life skills such as public speaking, interviews, speeches, study habits, along with class field trips.  

 
* America at War      Grades: 10-12 
This course will explore the most moving chapter in World history; World War II.  It will examine the causes of the conflict 
and the themes that underlie it.  Using a variety of sources, the political, social, and economic implications of the war will 
be examined and debated.  Most importantly, it will analyze the nature of warfare, tactics, and the role of technology in 
both the triumphs and tragedies of all sides of the conflict.  The course will be guided by lecture, award-winning 
documentaries and films, debates, and war games. In addition, there will be in-depth coverage of the Civil War, as well as 
the Revolutionary War and the Vietnam War. 

 
Ancient Civilizations              Grades: 9-12 
This course will be an in depth examination of several of the world’s greatest ancient societies and their contributions to 
our lives. Students will take a close look at how these ancient civilizations changed the world and continue to impact our 
current lives on a daily basis.  This course is designed to supplement the student’s learning and knowledge of World 
History and Geography, as well as enrich and encourage an interest in learning how people of the ancient world lived in 
comparison to our modern reality. Students will analyze primary and secondary sources in their exploration of these 
ancient cultures and the world they lived in. 

 
AP Seminar                                                                                  Grade: 11-12 
AP Seminar engages students in cross-curricular conversations that explore the complexities of academic and real-world 
topics and issues by analyzing multiple and opposing perspectives. Students learn to synthesize information from multiple 
sources, develop their own perspectives in written essays, and design and deliver oral and visual presentations, both 
individually and as part of a team. Ultimately, the course aims to equip students with the power to analyze and evaluate 
information with accuracy and precision in order to craft and communicate evidence-based arguments. 
 

AP Human Geography             Grades: 9-12 
Human Geography studies the behaviors of people around the world to explore how cultural, political, economic and 
social norms are shaped by the physical environment. Students will investigate topics such as how religion, language, and 
government vary across the world, why standards of living and quality of life differ in different places, how populations 
grow and why people migrate, and how cities develop and what challenges arise in the urban environment. AP Human 
Geography is equivalent to an introductory college-level course in human geography. The course prepares students to 
take the AP Human Geography Exam. A qualifying score on the Exam may lead to college credit.  
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, Pending Amount Assessed by CollegeBoard for 2019-2020 School Year 
 

Exploring Fictional Writing             Grades: 9-12 
This course will focus on the development of creative writing skills, allowing students to improve their writing. The course 
will transition through various genres and forms of writing paired with craft study and analysis. Be prepared to read, write 
and discuss on a daily basis.  
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Freshmen 101                 Grade: 9 
This year long course is a strong high school to college transition program geared to improve college preparation of high 
school students. The program includes a 10-year educational plan that guides students through high school, on to post-
secondary education and training, and into the workforce.  
Course fee: $10 
 

Google Plus    (Semester)             Grades: 9-12 
This course is paired with Leadership. The two courses create a yearlong option. 
Google Plus addresses key academic and employability skills using Google Suite including Docs, Forms, Spreadsheet, 
and Slides.  Key topics also include keyboarding and Microsoft Office. 

 
Grad Lab             Grade: 12 
This course is designed for students who need credit recovery.  The course will be done online through the Edgenuity 
online program. Most courses, along with some electives are offered. It is similar to the Weekend Academy Program. 
Course fee: Please refer to the 2019- 2020 SUSD Fee Schedule 

 
Leadership (Semester)            Grades: 9-12 
This course is paired with Google Plus. The two courses create a yearlong option. 
Leadership is a one semester course that will offer students’ opportunities to deepen their understanding of what 
leadership is, explore different styles of leadership, and personally grow into more effective leaders. Students will learn 
from a combination of activities, such as attending school functions and interacting with local leaders, and supplementary 
classroom work and research projects. This course will follow the NASC Student Leaders Program and offer the option for 
students to apply for the NASC Distinguished Student Leader certification.  

 
Philosophy 101 - Ethics, Economy and Entrepreneurship (Economics)       Grade: 11-12 
This is a one year course that fulfills the Economics credit (.5) and an Elective credit (.5) for high 
school graduation and 3 credit hours from the University of Arizona upon successful completion. 
This course is designed to introduce high school students to the foundations of decision-making in the context of ethics 
and entrepreneurship.  The course presents core concepts on microeconomics, macroeconomics, global economics, and 
personal finance, all blended with principles of ethics and entrepreneurship. Philosophy Politics Economy Law 101 will 
prepare students to make sound choices about their personal and professional careers, having a clearer understanding of 
what it means to be a responsible, productive citizen.  After taking this course, students will be better prepared for careers 
in law, economics, politics, education, journalism, business, and other professions, and will have a better understanding of 
the causes of progress and innovation.  Upon successful completion of this course, students will receive high school 
economics credit and 3 credit hours from the University of Arizona, transferable to public and private institutions across 
the United States.  
Course Fee: Approximately $500 
 

* Psychology            Grades: 10-12 
This course introduces the scientific study of behavior and mental processes of humans. Topics that may be explored 
include research methods, biological basis of behavior, psychological disorders and their treatment, sensation and 
perception, states of consciousness, memory, thinking, language, learning, intelligence, motivation, emotion, personality, 
human development and social psychology. This course will also spend time examining clinical psychology that will 
include family and relationship issues. 
 

AP Psychology             Grades: 11-12 
This course introduces students to the systematic and scientific study of human behavior and mental processes. While 
considering the psychologists and studies that have shaped the field, students explore and apply psychological theories, 
key concepts, and phenomena associated with such topics as the biological bases of behavior, sensation and perception, 
learning and cognition, motivation, developmental psychology, testing and individual differences, treatment of abnormal 
behavior, and social psychology. Throughout the course, students employ psychological research methods, including 
ethical considerations, as they use the scientific method, analyze bias, evaluate claims and evidence, and effectively 
communicate ideas. 
Exam Fee Required: Approximately $95, Pending Amount Assessed by College Board for 2019-2020 School Year 
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Senior Work-Based Internship        Grade: 12 
Prerequisites:  Student must be on target to graduate. 
Higher Requirements: Complete application, 124 hours (62 hours per semester) at internship site, completion and 
presentation of internship project, completion and proper submission of all required documents (application, interview, 
internship agreement, work plan) must be completed at the end of the year. 
This course is designed to provide opportunities for students to apply for a year-long internship in the field of their choice.  
The internship is tailored to the unique needs and interests of the student and placements are done by the District 
Internship Coordinator.  Internships may be paid or unpaid and must include an end of internship project that will be 
presented to committee at the end of the year.  

 
Student Council              Grades: 9-12 
Prerequisites:  Application and Advisor Approval 
Student Council is a leadership class consisting of elected student body officers ( All Student Body Officers and Class 
Club Presidents) and appointed members-at-large.  In addition to planning and carrying out activities for the school year, 
students enrolled learn leadership, parliamentary procedures and other related topics.  Written work is required of all class 
members throughout the school year.  You must maintain a “B” average each quarter. 
 
 
 

The Sahuarita Unified School District does not discriminate against any individual for reasons 
of race, color, religion, age, gender, disability, or nation origin. 


